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GRANT AGREEMENT
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PLAN INTERNATIONAL NORWAY
REGARDING
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PART I: SPECIFIC CONDITIONS

This grant agreement (the Agreement) has been entered into between:

(1) The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), represented by the Section for
Humanitarian Affairs, and

(2) Plan International Norway, a Norwegian non-governmental organisation (foundation) duly
established in Norway under registration number 976793382 (the Grant Recipient),

jointly referred to as the Parties.

1 SCOPE AND BACKGROUND

.1 The Grant Recipient has submitted an application to MFA dated 24.02.2021 (the
Application) regarding financial support to the project titled QUALITY EDUCATION
AND PROTECTION FROM VIOLENCE IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA, RAF-
21/0013 (the Project). The estimated costs of the Project are indicated in the budget

attached as Annex A to this Agreement.

1.2 MFA has decided to award a grant to be used exclusively for the implementation of the
Project (the Grant). The Parties expect the Project to be implemented during the period
from January 2021 to December 2023 (the Support Period).

1.3 The Parties have agreed to enter into an Agreement, consisting of this part I; Specific
Conditions, part I1; General Conditions, and part I1I; Procurement Provisions, all of which
form an integral part of this Agreement. In the event of discrepancies between the Specific
Conditions and the General Conditions or Procurement Provisions, the Specific

Conditions shall prevail.
2 OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT
2.1 The expected results of the Project are as follows:

The expected effects for the target group of the Project are strengthened resilience through
improved protection and quality and inclusive education (Qutcome). The outcomes vary
between the different project areas, i.e., Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso and the West and

Central Africa region, as specified below.

Niger
e Outcome |: Crisis affected children and young people are protected from sexual and gender-
based violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation and survivors have access to quality
protection services and psychosocial support
e Outcome 2: Continued access to quality education for children ensured

Mali
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o Qutcome 1: Crisis affected children and young people are protected from sexual and gender-
based violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation and survivors have access to quality
protection services and psychosocial support

e Qutcome 2: A strengthened protective environment in which girls, boys, caregivers and
community members recognize, prevent and respond to child protection risks

e Outcome 3: Continued access to quality education for children ensured

Burkina Faso
e QOutcome 1: Crisis aftected children and young people are protected from sexual and gender-
based violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation and survivors have access to quality
protection services and psychosocial support
Qutcome 2: Continued access to quality education for children ensured

West and Central Africa (Regional)
Qutcome 1: All the countries in the WACA region, have endorsed the Safe Schools

Declaration.
Outcome 2: Concrete actions are carried out by governments to implement the Safe Schools

Declaration and its guidelines.

°

The main intended target group is children living in fragile settings, conflict or
displacement, with a particular focus on adolescent girls. For the regional part of the
project, which primarily focuses on advocacy on regional, national and local level, the
target group includes government representatives, Clusters and the wider humanitarian
coordination mechanisms, Safe Schools Declaration (SSD) working groups or
committees, local/regional education authorities, media, INGOs, civil society and
teachers/headmasters/parent teacher associations.

2.2 The full results framework is included as Annex B to this Agreement. An updated results
framework with baselines shall be submitted within 6 months after signing of this

Agreement.
3 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT

3.1 The Project shall be implemented in accordance with the Agreement, including all
annexes, and the latest approved Application, including implementation plan and budget.

3.2 During the implementation of the Project, the Grant Recipient shall exercise the necessary
diligence, efficiency and transparency in line with sound financial rnanagement and best

practise principles.

3.3  The Grant Recipient shall continuously identify, assess and mitigate any relevant risks
associated with the implementation of the Project. The risk of potential negative effects
of the Project in the following cases (Cross-Cutting Issues) shall always be included in
the risk management of the Project:

- anti-corruption

- climate and environment,
- women’s rights and gender equality, and
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4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

5

5.1

- human rights (with a particular focus on participation, accountability and non-
discrimination)

The Grant Recipient shall immediately inform MFA of any circumstances likely to
hamper or delay the successful implementation of the Project.

The Grant Recipient shall be familiar with UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on
woinen, peace and security (s/res/1325 (2000)), and implement the Project in a way that
promotes the intentions of the resolution in the best possible way. A statement on how
the intentions of this resolution have been addressed shall be included in the progress

reports and final report of the Project.

The Grant Recipient shall ensure that the Project is implemented in respect of and in
accordance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law and
that the implementation of the Project is guided by and complies with the international
humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence.

THE GRANT

The Grant shall amount to maximum NOK 30000 000 (Norwegian Kroner thirty
million), the tentative disbursement plan is as follows: NOK 10 000 000 (Norwegian

Kroner ten million) per budget year of the project period.

Disbursement after the current calendar year is subject to Norwegian Parliamentary
appropriations. Significant reductions in the Parliament’s annual allocation to the relevant
budget line may lead to a reduction in annual Grant allocations and/or in the total Grant
amount. The annual Grant allocations must be confirmed by MFA following the
Parliament’s approval of the state budget for the relevant budget year. If the Grant amount
is reduced the Grant Recipient must revise the implementation plan, budget and results

framework correspondingly.

The Grant, including accrued interest, shall be used exclusively to finance the actual costs
of the implementation of the Project during the Support Period.

The Grant may be used to cover overheads/indirect costs up to a maximum of 7 % of
MFA’s pro rata share of the incurred direct project costs of the Project.

The Grant Recipient is responsible for obtaining any additional resources which may be
required to duly implement the Project.

DISBURSEMENT

The Grant shall be disbursed in advance instalments based on the financial need of the
Project for the upcoming period, which shall not exceed six months. The disbursements
shall be made upon MFA’s receipt of written disbursement requests from the Grant
Recipient, describing the financial need for the period in question. The first disbursement
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5.5

5.6

shall include approved Project expenses incurred from January 2021 to the signing of this
Agreement.

Financial need refers to the budgeted expenditure for the upcoming period, minus any
funds available to the Project from all other sources during the same period.

The financial need shall be documented through an updated financial statement for the
Project and a reference to the latest approved implementation plan and budget.

The disbursement requests shall be signed by an authorised representative of the Grant
Recipient. A confirmation that the Project is being implemented in accordance with the
Agreement shall be included in the disbursement request.

All disbursements are conditional upon the Grant Recipient’s continued compliance with
the requirements of the Agreement, including the timely fulfilment of reporting
obligations. MFA may withhold disbursements in accordance with article 17 of the
General Conditions if it finds that the requirements of the Agreement have not been met,
Except for the Project’s first year, the second disbursement each year is subject to MFA’s
receipt and approval of the progress report and financial report.

The Grant Recipient shall have a separate bank account exclusively for grants from MFA.
All disbursements will be made to the following bank account:

Name of the account: Plan Norge
Account no.: 5010 05 78732

IBAN no.: NO0450100578732

Name and address of the bank: DNB ASA
Swift/BIC code: DNBANOKKXXX
Currency of the account: NOK

5.7 The Grant Recipient shall immediately acknowledge receipt of the funds in writing. The

6

6.1

amount received shall be stated, as well as the date of receipt and the exchange rate
applied.

REPORTING AND OTHER DOCUMENTATION

a)

b)

The following shall be submitted by the Grant Recipient to MFA:

A progress report covering the period from January to December shall be submitted to MFA
by 1 July each year. The progress report shall include the content specified in article 2 of the
General Conditions. MFA’s standard reporting format shall be used. The report for 2021 shall
cover the period from the start of the Support period to 31 December 2021.

A financial report covering the period from January to December shall be submitted to MFA
by 1 July each year. The financial report shall include the content specified in article 3 of the
General Conditions. The report for 2021 shall cover the period from the start of the Support
period to 31 December 2021. The final financial report shall cover the entire Support Period and
shall be submitted along with the final report referred to in article 6.1 f) of the Specific

Conditions.
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8.1

8.2

c)

d)

An audit report covering the annual financial statements of the Project shall be submitted to
MFA by 1 July each year. The audit report shall comply with the requirements set out in article
7 of the Specific Conditions and article 5 of the General Conditions. The management letter

(matters for governance attention) shall be attached to the audit report.

An updated implementation plan and budget covering the period from January to December
shall be submitted to MFA by 1 December each year. The implementation plan and budget shall
include the content listed in article 1 of the General Conditions.

The organisational wide audit report of the Grant Recipient shall be submitted to MFA for
information by end October each year. If the auditor in addition submits a management letter
(matters for governance attention) this shall be attached to the audit report.

A final report for the Support Period shall be submitted to MFA no later than six - 6 - months
after the end of the Support Period. The final report shall include the content listed in article 4
of the General Conditions. MFA’s standard reporting format shall be used.

If the Grant Recipient is unable to meet the deadlines set out above, MFA shall be
informed immediately.

All implementation plans, budgets and reports shall be approved in writing by MFA
unless otherwise agreed by the Parties.

AUDIT

The annual financial statements of the Project shall be audited in accordance with
International Standards of Auditing (ISA). The auditor shall comply with all ISAs
relevant to the audit, ref. ISA 200 (Overall objectives of the independent auditor and the
conduct of an audit in accordance with international standards on auditing), paragraphs
18 and 20. Of Particular relevance is ISA 240 (The Auditor’s responsibility to Consider
Fraud and Error in an Audit of Financial Statements), and ISA 805 (“Special
Considerations audits of single financial statements and specific elements, accounts or

items of a financial statement™).

Additional requirements applicable to the auditor and the audit report are included in
article 5 of the General Conditions.

The Grant Recipient is responsible for submitting the audit report to MFA within the
deadline indicated in article 6 of the Specific Conditions.

FORMAL MEETINGS

The Parties shall hold formal meetings once per year, within October in order to discuss
i.a. the results achieved by the Project during the Support Period. The meetings shall be

called and chaired by the Grant Recipient.

Unless otherwise agreed, the Parties shall discuss the latest progress report and financial
report, as well as the implementation plan and budget for the upcoming period.
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8.3 The Grant Recipient shall record main issues discussed, points of view expressed and
decisions made, in minutes from the meeting. The Grant Recipient shall submit the
minutes to MFA no later than two weeks after the meeting for comments. The agreed

minutes shall be signed by both Parties.
9 REVIEWS AND OTHER FOLLOW-UP MEASURES

9.1 If the Grant Recipient or another interested party initiates a review or evaluation of
activities wholly or partly funded by the Grant, MFA shall be informed. The Grant
Recipient shall forward a copy of the report of any such review or evaluation to MFA

without undue delay.

10 PROCUREMENT

10.1 All procurement under the Project shall be completed in accordance with the Procurement
Provisions in Part I1I of this Agreement.

11 REPAYMENT OF INTEREST AND UNUSED FUNDS

11.1 Upon the end of the Support Period or upon termination of this Agreement, any unused
funds that total NOK 500 or more shall in its entirety be repaid to MFA as soon as possible
and at the latest within 6 months. The repayment shall include any interest which have
not been used for Project purposes, and other financial gain accrued on the Grant.

11.2 Repayments shall be made to the following bank account:

Name of the account: Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Account no.: 7694 05 12618

IBAN no.: NO83 7694 12618

Name and address of the bank: DnB ASA, 0021 Oslo, Norway

Swift/BIC code: DNBANOKK

11.3 The transaction shall be clearly marked: “Unused funds”. The name of the Grant
Recipient shall be stated, along with MFA’s agreement number and agreement title.

12 SPECIAL PROVISIONS

12.1 General Conditions article 12 clause 2. d) shall be replaced with: “changes to the Project’s
annual budget that imply reallocation of more than 10 % of a budget line. Changes that

amount to less than NOK 30 000 do not need to be pre-approved.

12.2 General Conditions article 12 clause 2 c¢) shall be replaced with: “changes to the
implementation plan which implies a delay that may influence the achievement of
expected results as presented in the results framework™.

12.3 The following shall be added to article 2 clause 2 of the General Conditions: “Gender
disaggregated data shall be provided where relevant.”
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13 NOTICES
13.1 All communication to MFA concerning the Agreement shall be directed to the Section

13.2

13.3

for ~ Humanitarian  Affairs at the following address/e-mail  address:
Seksjon.for.humanitaere.sporsmal@mfa.no.

All communication to the Grant Recipient concerning the Agreement shall be directed to
Plan International Norge Head Office at the following address/e-mail address:

info@plan-norge.no.

MFA’s agreement number and agreement title shall be stated in all correspondence
regarding this Agreement, including disbursement requests and repayment of unused

funds.

14 SIGNATURES

14.1

14.2

By signing part I of the Agreement, the Parties also confirm receipt and approval of part
II; General Conditions, and part III; Procurement Provisions, which all form an integral

part of the Agreement.

This Agreement has been signed in two -2- original copies in the English language. In the
event of any discrepancies between this English language version and any later
translations, the English language version shall prevail.

Place: OsID

Date: 0?,:}/“/ ' 202’

M.MCQ— ,SM’UL{UOCQ E \g\ L ‘f’{,-/ // x-r; J"i[ Yol {

for the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for Plan International,
Monica Svenskerud Kari Helene Partapuoli
Deputy Director Secretary General / National Director
Section for Humanitarian Affairs Plan International Norway
Attachments:

Annex A: Approved budget for the Project
Annex B: Results framework
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IRESULTS! ERAMEWORKIREW)E

Overall objective:

Targets )
IFBaseline Y4 Y2 .
Indicators Target Actuall | Target W Actual Target’ " Actual Sourcelof verification
Outcome 1 All the countries in the WACA region, have endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration.
. 2 Op1.1.1#of advocacy actions carried out to The activity report/advocacy
Output 1.1 Mhmammm.ﬁw MM””MW%MM “\maww“m:o”%mﬂm: encourage countries to endorse the SSD 2 ' ! : ! i material developed/photos
) Op 1.1.2 # of countries endorsed the SSD 2
ACTIVITIES
Activity 1.1.1: Information and Advocacy Workshap at national level on the Safe Schools Decelaration in Guinea

Activity 1.1.2: Continuous advocacy and liaison with the Ministry of Education in Senegal

dicato arge A a darge A ge £y o

0 Concrete actions are carried out by governments to implement the Safe Schools Declaration and its guidelines,
# of new Safe Schools Declaration Working " " Official note of creation /
Groups set up ToRs/List of members/Photos
# of Safe Schools Declaration Working Groups or g s .
clusters trained on SSD and its Guildelines, 4 8 .ﬂo._._. mcnmmﬂw\._._wm_:m:m reporvList
relevant GCPEA tools and SSD advocacy of participants/Photos
Safe Schools Declaration Working Groups |# of Safe Schools WG annual work plans 4 8 Valid i
ated copies of work plans
Output 2.1 are set up and are functional to ensure elaborated _ P Woars R
Covernement commitment. # of SSD WG meetings held TBD TBD T8D wmeMWWﬂ Nuwas_w__z o
# of reports on attacks on education produced T8D TBD TBD Reports/Testimonies
# of data collection exercises carried out on ; '
attacks on schools TBD TBD TBD Data available and disagregated
# of advocacy strategies developed to protect TBD TBD TED Copy of advocacy strategy
g . education from attacks developed
Safe mnzoo_m G‘mnwmameoz Working Groups # of advocacy events organized or participated in .,.omm_.mcqmmﬁ_as,szozw\mmuonm
Output 2.2 work with decision makers and : . A TBD TBD TBD : ;
o on protection education against attacks [Photos/Testimanies
communitites to better protect schools. Materials/Budgets of
# of learning and/or advocacy materials developed TBD TBD TBD Developmen nm
# of humanitarian actors trained and/or engaged in ToRs/Budgets/Repors/Photos/Te
TBD TBD TBD
Safe Schools Declaration implementation stimonies
Coordination between humanitarian actors
Output 2.3 MM_MMM%M“”M”%”_ Wmﬁzw»w:wwﬂzmo& # of events completed where SSD WG will be
Declaration implementation. partenering with cthers WG or actors to advocate TBD TBD TBD Reports / Photos
for SSD.
ACTIVITIES
Activity 2.1.1: Support to the safe schools departmental committee created by the the prefecture of Mayo

-Tsanaga in Cameroon for the updating of the cartography of closed, occupied and attacked schools,
Activity 2.1.2: Capacity building and training of Education Cluster members (2 days workshop)
Activity 2.2.1: Organization of 2 workshops in North-West and South-West regions of Cameroon to sensitize and popularize the Safe Schools Declaration (SSD) with humanitarian actors in the education sector.
Activity 2.2.2: Development and Printing of Teachers Guide for EiE Curriculum in Nigeria
Activity 2.2.3: Translation of the Safe Schools Declaration and its Guidelines into national languages (audio and scripts) in Mali
Activity 2.2.4: Organization of Exchange and Advocacy Days on protection of schools in Niger

Activity 2.2.5: Ensure coordinalion of actions with other humanitarian actors and the government (SSD training of education actors at the national and local levels
activities, resource mobilization through advocacy).

. participation in clusters, reactivation of clusters, joint monitoring/evaluation of field

“HP M)






